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Argument

In today's world, the key of practicing the profession of architect
is the connection that should be created through the paiticipa-
tion of the users of a built space in a mu)titude of design themes.

In the case of a children's hospital project, all stages ofthe design
process are meant to assign connections between the needs and

expectations of aI1 users and the spatial configuration when inte-
grating these requirements into the fina1 design. Throughout
the participatory design process, the dialogue between the
actors rrr-vo\-ved. ot\err recorrtrgures tne c\o\ces of tre arc\\-
tects for a complex topic such as a children's hospital and gives
nerr meaning to the data collected from patients, medical staff
and specialists.

A children's hospital whose space shapes dialogues

betrreen a1l kinds of users and generates a healing community
. thc main ge'ral of a participatory design approach. We need to
:er.ii.p. as architects, design practices that are adapted to the
compiexin- of the addressed topic and integrate in our propos-
als a r arietr- of concepts belonging to a1l professions related to
the issues of a child patient, starting with specialists, auxiliary
medical staff, and ending with psychologists, anthropologists
and patient navigators. It is necessary to include a decision-mak-
ing process gradually within the design stages, from one level
involved to another, while taking into account the steps taken.
This gradual process is an important direction in developing dia-
logue and u,orl< within the interdisciplinary team thus created
and maintains permanent communication between medical
staff, patients, specialists, designers and investors or sponsors.

This first part, The UnseenWorld, aims at exploring
and highlighting the meaning of the participation of each actor
involved in the team that developed the extension project of
the Marie Curie Children's Hospital, the National Children's
Hospital for Cancer, Severe Diseases and Trauma. In this sense,

the interdisciplinary research was resumed, remade and anal-
ysed in the broader context of drawing up a glrideline to tackle
the design theme of a children's hospital. The data collected
are intended to reveal a1I the hidden connections ofthe hos-
pital space and to define both main and secondary themes for
the design of children's hospitals. In their turn, these hidden
connections become design objectives, as well as assessment
criteria for participatory design and objective parameters for
certifting the quality of the newly created space, but also for
measuring its efflciency over time and how it influences the
behaviour ofits users.a
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pafticipatory approach within this "country project" as being the
formation of the seed of ltfet, which will illustrate the whole team
that developed this project throughout the story, from point zero
to the present day.

In a participatory interdisciplinary design approach,
each team member is equally important in illustrating the
design theme of a new children's hospital. Each actor involved
through the 7 circles that form the seed oflife/ team proposes
important elements in the final image of this first part, which is
intended to be a checldist for the architectural project (an eval-
uation grid made up of design principles and criteria). Each spe-
cialty discusses its specific way of relating to a child patient and
makes itself heard through its own voice alongside all others,
thus forming a common language together, which is able to pro-
vide a complex answer to the issue of humanizing hospitals in
Romania. We called this common langf,rage of the team formed
under the symbol of the seed of life, pcLttet"n longu,age2, a unique
pattern generated by a unique combination offactors and data,
meant to be verified and decoded in the second part of the story,
The SeenWorld.

Th,e UnseenWorld aims at writing and describing the
story of the genesis of the tree of life, which overlaps and sym-
bolizes the architectural project both formally and figuratively,
by sequencing the first part ofthe story in three stages or lev-
els. Each stage or level of significance corresponds to a relevant
stage in the interdisciplinary participatory design approach
ofthis project.

The first level the creation of the seed of life, tlne for-
rrration of the team to whom I have metaphorically assigned the
role ofthe seed, is point zero or the beginning. The creation of
t}ae seed of life is made of defining the working premises, which is
the first stage of the paiticipatory approach. Each actor involved

The Seed of Life is a universal symbol of creation, which is found
in the center of the Flower of Life, consisting of 7 circles that
represent the foundation ofinfinity, ihe nature oflife and the
Universe. Being a symbol of sacred geometry, each circle is llamed
as a system that forms a dynamic field of possible geometric relati-
ons revealing the fundamental forms of Creation. The Seed of Life
represents the 7 steps, the 7 stages, days of creation.

Pattern langttage, a concept that designates an organized and cohe-
rent set of patterns, motifs, elements, each describing a problem
but also the essence ofthe solution, which can be applied in a spe-
cific fie1d; The concept belongs to architect Christopher Alexander
and was discussed in the book of the same name, A Pattern
Langtnge, published tn7977. The concept demonstrates how
specific design choices can build better relationships. The key word
in developing a pattern language is opporhLnity, such circumstance
that precedes and favors the occurrence ofactions and activities
that generate relationships.
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The individual inter-views from The Unseen World show
how the participants relate, through their own professional
experience, to the problem of the patient child in Romania, their
personal impressions of the analysed situation - Marie Curie
Childrens Hospital and the aspects considered defining for the
new children's hospital project.

The answers of the participants in the inter-views and the
questionnaire conducted with the medical staff are used to test,
refine or modifiz the analysis of the new project, depending on
the criteria that are valued and reformulated in the questions.
The purpose of such an interdisciplinary study, carried out by
an architect, is to find and negotiate correspondences between
someone's analytical structure and the psychological and emo-
tional image of the users of a children's hospital space. By (re)

structuring the data collected, each member of the team makes
their voice heard and, stating and announcing their wishes and
expectations from the new children's hospital.

Overlapping the voices of the actors involved in the
interdisciplinary team generates challenges to be addres sed by
the designers of the new hospital. Thus, a second important
stage of The UnseenWorld is outlined, namely the germination
of the seed, the awakening to life. In the second stage, the team
works together to correctly identifir the challenges and thus
meet the requirements of all hospital users.

Each circle, a team member, aht ays mal<es reference to
the same common denominator or development axis of the proj-
ect, the patient child.

This way the third stage of The UnseenlLrorld is created,
i.e. the reference to the centre ofthe seed oflife. In this third
level of significance, all the data become principles for compil-
ing a pattern language specific to the design of children's hos-
pitals. OnIy by a constant reference to the patient child and
incorporating the data collected into humanizing criteria of hos-
pital design, can we generate, as architects, a complete response
to the problems that the current Marie Curie Children's
Hospital is facing.
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Introducing the first cycle
The "Dlruieqte Vial1" Association

The "Daruieqte Vial5" Association stands for I(m o of build-
ing the team and creating the seed of life. Founded in zorz, the
"Diruiegte Via!5" Association aims at fundamentally reform-
rng the Romanian medical system and embodies the undis-
puted proof of howpowerful the concept "we succeed together"
is. Since 2oo9, Carmen Uscatu and Oana Gheorgfuiu have been
carrying out projects in the Romanian medical system, invest-
ing in the infrastructure of public hospitals bybuilding sterile
rooms for stem cell transplantation, equipping molecular biology
laboratories, purchasing equipment or assisting cases, renovat-
ing some departments and establishing a national program for
diagnosing leukaemia in zor4.Al1 these "meaningful projects"
have built "a whole communit5r that, leaving money apart, has

put its trust and hope that in the country of "it's not possible",

it is nowpossible", as Carmen Uscatu states in her interview in
Apri, zozt. But all these actions seemed fractured, they needed

to be imbedded in an integrated, coherent approach, in a coun-
tryproject. In 2015, Oana Gheorghiu, Carmen Uscatu and Paula

Herlo, today honorary president of the Association, together
with the architect Raluca $oaita, launched the idea of modern-
izing the Paediatric Oncologyward at the Emergency Clinical
Hospitai "Maria Sldodowska Curie" in Bucharest. They started
with the desire to renovate one ward and ended up constmct-
ing today, together with the civil society, "a building of tz,ooo
square meters and nine levels that includes oncology, radio-
therapy, haematology, but aiso neurosurgery, intensive care and
operating unit" (Carmen lJscatu, April zozr). Today, theywant
to extend this project up to the 1evel of a medical campus, as

Oana Gheorghiu confesses:

,,We dream that Marie Curie will be transformed in five
years into a real medical campus, as we see in the West,

where all types of treatment and all specialties, a multi-
disciplinary approach, as well as everything needed by a
parent who stays with his hospitalized child for a longer
time are available. To have everything a student needs,

that is learning spaces, amphitheatres, conference rooms,
and the medical staff should have access to a discussion
area and to a dining area under civilized conditions'1

Construction works have begun with a demolition permit for the
old warehouses and buildings on the land they received from the
hospital administration in 2016, and as of May zor-8 when the
foundationwas poured, they attended all site meetings andwere
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